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strains suited for Central Travancore was continued at the Kayankulam Paddy Station. Work on the same lines has been started in an experimental station in Trivandrum wherein the plot has been laid out into blocks so as to make use of the statistical method for this work. The first crop confirmed the results which had been obtained by the Economic Botanist with his variety, T. E. B. 1 in South Travancore. The Entomological side has also been taken up, Cardamoms form a plantation crop in Travancore. How important this spice is from a world point of view will be easily understood when it is stated that Travancore produces 80 per cent of the world supply and the stuff too is superior. Another point worthy of mention is that Travancore has the largest areas in single blocks under this spice. Recently these plants were threatened with an insect pest called " thrips " and, what is more, it has been spreading with alarming rapidity. A Research Station was opened at Pampadampara with the active co-operation of the Murphy Estates, Ltd, in the Cardamom Hills, to study the life history of this pest and to discover its vulnarability to insecticides or some hitherto undiscovered predator. A similar research station is to be opened at Kuttanad to deal with the rice swarming caterpillar. By the side of all this work the Bio-Chemists are carrying on a systematic soil survey of the State which will be brought into line with the new technique which has been drawn up for adoption in British India.
It must be said to the credit of the Public Health Laboratory that it had already made the State independent of outside supplies of small-pox, typhoid and other prophylactic and curative bacterial vaccines. The production of anti-rabic vaccine required for treatment of cases of dog-bite in the State was started last year, and not only has it been found possible to supply the entire demand but a scheme to decentralise the treatment is under the consideration of Government, so that